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Introduction to Essex County’s Challenges

Overview of Essex County’s current situation: overcapacity and high
levels of homelessness.
The strategic plan’s indication of service reach breaking points.
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Purpose of Essex County’s Official Plan

Highlighting the key purposes of the official plan: managing growth,
protecting resources, and guiding land use decisions up to 2031.
Emphasizing the need for coordination and cooperation across
municipal boundaries.
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Dual Strategy for Rural Transition and Marginalized
Populations

Developing a dual strategy to address both the rural transition for
long-time residents and the relocation of marginalized populations.
The importance of forming partnerships with neighboring counties to
facilitate these transitions.

Your Name (Your Institution or Affiliation) Future-Proofing Essex County: Energy, Organization, & CommunityFebruary 6, 2024 5 / 13



Rural Transition for Long-Time Residents

Strategies for sustainable living and resilience in rural areas.
Encouraging local food production, sustainable water use, and energy
solutions.
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Supporting Marginalized Populations

Approaches to relocating marginalized populations to counties with
more capacity.
Integrating social services, affordable housing, and employment
opportunities in the transition plan.
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Inter-County Cooperation and Partnerships

Framework for collaboration with neighboring counties.
Sharing resources, infrastructure, and services to manage population
distribution effectively.
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Implementing the Transition Plan

Steps for action: community engagement, policy adjustments, and
pilot projects.
Monitoring progress and adjusting strategies as needed.
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Navigating Towards Sustainable Energy

Overview of current energy plan and the need for sustainable and
renewable energy sources.
Discuss renewable options and the role of technology in energy
efficiency.
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Strengthening Rural Organization

Strategies for effective rural land use and enhancing local food
systems.
Encouraging community-based energy projects.
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Pathways to Walkable Rural Living

Principles of walkable community design and importance of mixed-use
development.
Analyzing walkability in church/commune-based vs. village-based
models.
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Conclusion and Call to Action

Summarizing the need for immediate action in Essex County.
Encouraging all stakeholders to participate in a sustainable and
inclusive transition.
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