
	Crop
	Variety / Type
	Amount to Buy
	Est. Cost (KSh)
	How to Use / Notes

	Sorghum (Mtama mwekundu)
	Seredo or Gadam Hamam
	1.5 kg
	500–700 KSh
	2–3 seeds per basin centre (~300 basins). Drought-tolerant & early maturing.

	Cowpea (Kunde mweupe, black-eye)
	K80 or M66
	2.5 kg
	800–1,200 KSh
	2 seeds on rim of each basin. Adds nitrogen + edible leaves.

	Green Gram (Ndengu)
	N26 or KS20
	1 kg
	1,200–1,500 KSh
	Plant 1–2 long rows across plot. Early harvest crop (60–75 days).

	Pigeon Pea (Njugu mawe)
	KAT 60/8 or local tall type
	1 kg
	150–250 KSh
	Border hedge: 1 plant every 2 m. Long-term soil fertility + food.

	Pumpkin (Malenge)
	Local dryland type
	1 small packet (~200 seeds)
	200 KSh
	1 seed in every 3rd basin; vines shade soil.

	Amaranth (Terere / Mchicha ya nafaka)
	Grain Amaranth (Golden Giant or local)
	200 g packet
	50–80 KSh
	1 row near home for greens + grain.

	Sweet Potato (Viazi vitamu)
	Kenspot 5 or 9 (orange-flesh slips)
	50 slips (cuttings)
	250–300 KSh
	Plant in moister corner. Use vines again next rains.

	Chili Pepper (Pilipili kali)
	African Bird’s Eye or Zanzibar Hot
	100 seedlings
	1,200–1,500 KSh
	Along fence to deter goats + extra income.

	Moringa (Mlonge)
	Local
	5–10 seeds or seedlings
	100 KSh
	Around homestead; protect from goats.












	#
	Crop / Local Name
	What the Seed Looks Like
	Color
	What to Buy / Avoid
	Notes

	1
	Sorghum (Mtama mwekundu)
	Small round grains, smooth, hard
	🔴 Reddish-brown / Rust
	✅ Buy dry, hard seed 
❌ Avoid white or soft seed (too wet)
	Drought-strong; birds dislike red kind

	2
	Cowpea (Kunde mweupe)
	Oval bean with tiny “eye” mark
	⚪ Cream-white w/ black eye
	✅ Buy clean, firm seed 
❌ Avoid cracked or red ones
	Fast leaves + beans; nitrogen fixer

	3
	Green Gram (Ndengu)
	Tiny smooth round beans
	🟢 Bright green
	✅ Buy shiny green 
❌ Avoid pale yellow or shriveled
	Cooks fast, short season

	4
	Pigeon Pea (Njugu mawe)
	Medium bean, speckled
	🟤 Brown / Grey
	✅ Buy hard dry beans 
❌ Avoid soft or weevilled
	Border hedge + soil fertility

	5
	Pumpkin (Malenge)
	Flat, almond-shaped
	🤍 Cream-white
	✅ Buy clean seed 
❌ Avoid cracked or moldy
	One per 3rd basin, vines shade soil

	6
	Amaranth (Terere)
	Very tiny like sand
	🟡 Light cream
	✅ Fine dry seed 
❌ Avoid damp clumps
	Leaf + grain; low water need

	7
	Sweet Potato (Viazi vitamu)
	Green vine cuttings (slips)
	🌿 Green
	✅ Choose fresh slips 
❌ Avoid wilted
	Root crop for calories

	8
	Chili Pepper (Pilipili kali)
	Flat round seed or seedlings
	🟠 Pale yellow seeds / green plants
	✅ Buy strong seedlings 
❌ Avoid yellow leaves
	Fence border, goat deterrent

	9
	Moringa (Mlonge)
	Round seed with paper wings
	🤎 Brown
	✅ Dry, light seed 
❌ Avoid crushed
	Food tree near house



